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PRESS RELEASE
 

THE VOICE OF 650 MILLION TIMES ONE - DOCUMENTARY PREMIERE

A film by:

Marijn Poels
Produced by:

VSO Netherlands
Length & Format:
37 minutes, Digi Beta
Website:

www.thevoiceof650million.com 
On June 15th MARIJN POELS’ new documentary ‘THE VOICE OF 650 MILLION TIMES ONE’ will have its premiere in the Louis Hartlooper Cinema, Utrecht. In ‘The Voice of 650 Million Times One’ disabled people around the globe talk openly about their exclusion from society in everyday matters such as healthcare, reproductive health and their vulnerability to HIV and Aids. 


The film tells the moving story of Pam Le Thuy, a woman from interior of Vietnam who faces the task of raising a child despite her own physical handicaps. She confronts many challenges in her life and lives in an environment of discrimination and exclusion. In an admirable way she is fighting for the rights of people with a disability and has organised a foundation for women with a disability to share ideas, problems and solutions.    

Mary Muthoni Rop, mother of three children, lives in rural Kenya. She has multiple disabilities and has become HIV Positive. She experiences the same stigmas as Pam Le Thuy. She has become an activist who draws the attention of the Kenyan people to the additional difficulties and vulnerability the HIV and Aids outbreaks have brought to disabled people. 


Tobias Omondi Odego lives in the middle of the Kibera slums of Nairobi and for long time he lost hope concerning his disability and the lack of accessibility regarding healthcare. Disabled persons live with multiple stigmas (socially and culturally) and on top of that lot of people think that disabled persons cannot have sex or have children so cannot get HIV Aids. These stigmas and this ignorance have led to their exclusion from the AIDS testing programs. Tobias followed a workshop by one of the organisations established near Kibera who are working with disabled persons to educate them to become peer educators. The goal is to send disabled persons into the communities to inform their fellow men and women with a disability on issues regarding health, HIV and their human rights. Finally they hope to convince them to take an HIV test.         


The Voice of 650 Million Times One is an extremely touching documentary about impressive and committed people who stand up for their rights despite all difficulties they need to conquer. They proclaim the voice of the 650 million disabled worldwide who are all facing the same stigmas.

While the world doesn’t include people with a disability in the race against the HIV pandemic we will not reach the HIV reduction targets.   
 
“The Voice of 650Million Times one” is a documentary by Marijn Poels in conjunction with VSO Netherlands and its production has been funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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